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Dear Friends

Romans 12:7-8: If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift
is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership
ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.

In three of his letters, Paul talks about the gifts that God has given to Christians, and each list is
very different. Here and in Ephesians 4 and 1 Corinthians 12, he makes it clear that every
follower of Christ has been given a unique gift from God which is vital for the Church, the body
of Christ. God gives his gifts according to the needs of the Church, and I am quite sure that if
Paul were writing today, he would be keen to add the gift of helping with public address
systems and digital technology. The Holy Spirit gives just the right gifts to his Church to enable it
to be effective.

The point that Paul is making here is that once you have found your gift, you need to get on and
use it; it isn’t like an award or certificate that you can put on display in a prominent place in your
house so you can show off to other people. Gifts are given so that they can be put to good use -
there’s nothing more tragic than someone keeping their gift to themselves.

And it’s at this point whether you believe in Jesus or not, although I pray that you do, I would
like to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who helps support our 4 Churches in many
different ways with the many different gifts you have - e.g. mowing in the churchyard, cleaning,
flower arranging, coffee making, controlling the sound system, organist, choir, PCC, PCC
Secretaries and Treasurers, delivering the Newsletters, donating books, making things and
helping at social and fundraising events and supporting the Church financially, etc. Your love
and support are very much appreciated.

God has shown the depth of his love in his unique gift to us; the gift of his Son, born as one of
us, part of a loving human family; the One who was willing ultimately to give his life for us, so
that we might share in his life for ever.

As we anticipate the celebration of Jesus’ birth, not only because it’s a great excuse for

a bit of a party, but more importantly his birth gives us hope; hope for the future; hope in the
midst of much that seems to be changing all around us; hope in our troubled world. Our
Christmas celebrations offer a variety of different services in our churches as we join together in
celebrating the birth of Jesus. Please do join us if you are able to.

Many will be praying that 2026 will be better than last year; others will be going into the new
year with a deep sense of anxiety and uncertainty. however, as we approach the new year, we
should remember the wonderful promise which Jesus made to us: ‘Remember that I am with
you always; yes, to the end of time’ (Matt. 28:20). Jesus promises to be there with us in
whatever it is that life brings, in the happy times and in the sad times, in the pain and also in the

joy.
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Needless to say, as a church we send you our love through each Newsletter. My prayers for
you all are a constant and my blessing for each of you personally at this time as we think of new
beginnings and ends, of birth and death, and of our hope for the future May I take his
opportunity to wish you all a Holy Advent, a wonderfully blessed Christmas, and a New Year
of experiencing the wonders of God’s love for you. Love Julia x

Come and join us, says North Cotswold Foodbank
Do you have a few hours to spare and would like to volunteer for the North Cotswold
Foodbank?

The charity provides more than 1,700 food parcels every year from its seven outlets in the
Cotswolds and is almost entirely run by volunteers.

If you live in or near Winchcombe, Bishop’s Cleeve, Bourton, Moreton, Stow or Chipping
Campden, you might be able to help.

NCFB Manager Kevin Carden said: “We're a very friendly bunch and every year we help more
than 4,000 people who can’t afford the essentials. We don’t ask our volunteers for many
qualifications but there can be a bit of lifting involved and it’s helpful if you can manage a
computer.”

Volunteers help in a variety of roles: stacking and packing groceries, meeting clients, helping in
the warehouse, or driving. They are usually on a rota with others and don’t have to commit to
helping every week.

Angela Piercy (Wormington) and Karen Cox (Great Washbourne) are currently volunteers and
would happily share their experiences.

Anyone interested should contact info@northcotswold.foodbank.org.uk . For more details about
volunteering, please check the website www.northcotswold.foodbank.org.uk

ALDERTON

OUR CHRISTMAS FAIR is on Saturday 6t December in the Village Hall from 2pm to
4pm. We have an excellent big raffle with great prizes, and many stalls which consist of jams
and preserves, tombola, gifts, surprise book presents, delicatessen, plants, we have some
lovely craft stalls, together with tea and cakes. And there will be a visit hopefully from Father
Christmas and games for the children. The money raised will be put towards the new church
heating system and church funds.

THE CAROL, CHRISTINGLE AND BLESSING OF THE CRIB SERVICE is on Sunday 14th
December at 4pm so will be in candlelight from the Christingle oranges and many candles!
Do come and enjoy singing some favourite Christmas carols and hear the Christmas story.
The money raised at the service will go to the charity The Children's Society.

OUTDOOR CAROL SINGING on Wednesday December 17th at 6pm in the Churchyard
(in Church if wet!) The Alderton Handbelles will also join us to create a Christmas
atmosphere.

THANK YOU to everyone who helps support the Church in many different ways - mowing

in the churchyard, cleaning, flower arranging, coffee making, donating books, making things
and helping at our social and fundraising events and supporting the Church financially - it is
all very much appreciated.

CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY services - please see the back of the newsletter.



GREAT WASHBOURNE

THANK YOU to all who have supported the church over the last month by joining us for
afternoon tea served in the church in aid of MacMillan Cancer and St Mary’s church it was a
most enjoyable afternoon, raising £340, also to those who came to the annual Family Quiz
raising a total of £875 in aid of the church fund. The paper flower arrangements remain on
display in the church, do pop in and have a look, they are very clever!

We look forward to seeing you at the CAFE CHURCH on Sunday 30th November at 10.30 for
an informal service for ADVENT.

We hope to be able to welcome you to the village CAROL SINGING evening which will be
held in the church on Monday 22nd December at 6-30pm.

DUMBLETON

It is hard to believe that 2025 will shortly be over and the time has come for the P.C.C once
again to offer a huge THANK YOU to everyone who has helped or supported St Peter’s in
any way during the past twelve months. We reiterate what Julia says and your continued
support is much appreciated and helps to keep our beautiful church open. We would be
delighted to hear from anyone wishing to volunteer any kind of help for next year especially
people who would be happy to join the Church Cleaning Rota, as some long serving
members on the Rota are retiring from this shortly. Contact Lorraine Wilson for details.

St PETERS CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE WILL BE AT 11.30pm this year. Please see the
reverse of this newsletter for full details of all Christmas Services.

Anyone wishing to DISPLAY a CHRISTMAS TREE, real or artificial, in church during
December please contact Jenny Maher 01386 881474.

Please join us in church for our “CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT” at 4pm on SUNDAY 21st
DECEMBER. Always a popular and beautiful service heralding the wonderful Christmas
Story. This is a relaxed and friendly Family Service open to everyone, where familiar Carols
will be sung and readings and poems relate to this wonderful time of the year. Festive
refreshments together with Mulled Wine will be served so we hope to see you there.

BACON BAPS plus other light refreshments (no turkey we promise) will be served in church
at 10.00am on SUNDAY 28th DECEMBER. This has become an annual event over the last
few years where a very short, relaxed service enjoyed by many, gives us the opportunity to
say farewell to this current year and welcome the next year. It is always fun so come along, a
warm welcome awaits you.

WORMINGTON
SUNDAY 14™ DECEMBER SERVICE OF 6 LESSONS AND CAROLS 6PM. All are
welcome to this lovely service. Mulled wine and mince pies served afterwards.

CHRISTAS DAY SERICE 9AM taken by Chris Haslam. All are welcome to come and
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Church Flower decoration for Christmas will take place on Saturday 13th December. All
welcome to help. If you are unable but willing to provide flowers, please leave in the vestry.
Many thanks.

A big “THANK YOU” to all who help to keep our lovely church so welcoming during the
year with cleaning and flower arranging.



SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2025
Lectionary Year A

Please note, if you wish to receive personal prayer for yourself or a
family member/friend after the Service, please speak to Julia.

7th1];)te;flr::§:; 9.00am 10.30am Isa. 11.1-10
Advent 2 GT WASHBOURNE DUMBLETON Rom 15.4-13
PURPLE ADVENT HC ADVENT HC Matt 3.1-12
14t Dec 2nd Sun 6.00pm 4.00pm Isa. 35.1-10
Advent 3 WORMINGTON ALDERTON o
. James 5.7-10
Purple | Service of 6 Lesson and Lessons & Carols by Matt 11.2-11
Carols ‘Christingle’ candlelight )
th
Wec}Zesg:; 6.00pm
ALDERTON
Carols in the churchyard
21st Dec 34 Sun
Advent 4 9.00am 4.00pm Isa. 7.10-16
Purple GT WASHBOURNE DUMBLETON Rom 1.1-7
Advent HC Cand]lelit Christingle Matt 1 1é=en d
with Lessons & Carols )
22nd Dec 6.30pm
Monday GT WASHBOURNE
Informal Service of
Carols with Blessing of
the Crib
Christmas Eve 11.30 pm
Wednesday Ch:i(:t(:gl;:lEve Christmas Eve Isaiah 9.2-7
24th Dec Communion Communion with Titus 2.11-14
White ALDERTON Blessing of the Crib Luke 2.1-14 [15-20]
DUMBLETON
Christmas Day 9.00am in 10.30am
Thursday GT WASHBOURNE ALDERTON Isaiah 52.7-10
25th Dec | AND WORMINGTON Christmas Family Heb 1 1'_ 475
. . . . ebrews 1.1-4 [5-12]
White Christmas Family Communion and John 1.1-14
Communion and Celebration '
Celebration
Sunday 28th Dec A very relaxed and informal Service [refreshments included]
Christmas 1 to celebrate the dawning of 2026! - Reading Matthew 2.13-end
White 10.00 am - Dumbleton
¢ Januazy 2% 9.00am 10.30am Isaiah 60.1-6
Epipha‘;‘; GT WASHBOURNE DUMBLETON Ephesians 3.1-12
White Epiphany HC Epiphany HC Matthew 2.1-12
CHURCHWARDENS
ALDERTON
Mrs S Reid, 4 Culls Meadow, Toddington 01242 621265
GREAT WASHBOURNE
Mrs J. Kent, Washbourne House, Gt. Washbourne 07711 623 017

Mrs Jane Harrington, Orchard View, Great Washbourne 07766 483130
DUMBLETON (PCC Secretary and Wedding Secretary)

Mrs T. Steggles, Bracklin, Main St. Dumbleton 01386 882049
WORMINGTON
Mr J. Evetts, Middle Hill Farm, Saintbury, Worcs. 07799035873

Mrs A. Piercy, Dairymead, Wormington 01386 584416



